Heterogeneity of the ribosome-inactivating protein trichosanthin in Trichosanthes kirilowii tubers.
The ribosome-inactivating protein trichosanthin isolated from the tubers of Trichosanthes kirilowii, the Chinese drug Tianhuafen, has a molecular mass of approximately 26 kDa. We show here that T. kirilowii tubers also contain ribosome-inactivating proteins with a small extent of structural variation from and a larger molecular mass than trichosanthin.